
Year 8 HISTORY 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half term 5  Half term 6 

Topic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Modern 
Overview: Was 
‘the appearance 
and state of the 
world’ changed 
during the early 
modern period? 
 
Early Modern 
Beliefs: Differing 
perspectives on 
Beliefs And 
Religion in the 
early Modern 
period. 

Early Modern 
Power: How did 
political power 
shift in the Early 
Modern period? 
 
Early Modern 
Ordinary Lives: To 
what extent did 
ordinary lives get 
better in the Early 
Modern period? 

 

Cultural Encounters in 
the Early Modern 
Period. 
 
 
Wider World Unit: 
Africa c.1000-1900: 
Kingdom of Benin Case 
Study. 

Wider World Unit: 
Africa c.1000-1900: 
Kingdom of Benin 
Case Study. 
 
 
Industrial Britain 
Beliefs: Differing 
perspectives of 
belief and Religion in 
the Industrial period. 

Industrial Britain 
Power: Was there a 
shift in power in the 
Industrial period? 
 
 
Industrial Ordinary 
Lives: Did ordinary 
lives improve in the 
Industrial period? 

Industrial Empire: How 
were people’s lives 
changed by the British 
Empire? 

 

Key Concepts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence; Cause 
and 
Consequence; 
Change;  
 
Extent of 
change and 
continuity in 
beliefs and 
religion 

Chronology; 
Enquiry; 
Evidence; Cause 
and 
Consequence; 
Change; 
Significance; 
Interpretation 
 
How did political 
power shift in the 
early modern 
period? 

Chronology; Enquiry; 
Evidence; Cause and 
Consequence; 
Change; Significance; 
Interpretation 
Did England or Spain 
enjoy greater 
overseas success in 
the early modern 
period? 

Diversity, 
Chronology; 
Enquiry; Evidence; 
Cause and 
Consequence; 
Change; 
Significance; 
Interpretation 
 
Power, Culture, 
Empire and 
Slavery: A History 
of Benin 
 
 

Diversity, 
Chronology; Enquiry; 
Evidence; Cause and 
Consequence; 
Change; Significance; 
Interpretation 
 
 
 

Diversity, Chronology; 
Enquiry; Evidence; 
Cause and 
Consequence; Change; 
Significance; 
Interpretation 
 



Knowledge 
and 
Understanding 
Milestones 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did Martin 
Luther’s ideas 
go ‘viral’? 
How should we 
tell the story of 
Richard 
Whiting’s 
execution? 
Why was 
Richard Whiting 
executed? 
Why was St 
Winifreds 
Church 
vandalised in 
the 1500s? 
How far were 
ordinary people 
impacted by the 
Reformation? 

What were the 
causes of the 
English Civil War? 
How significant 
was the English 
Civil War? 
Why did two 
friends have such 
different views 
about Cromwell? 
A major shift in 
power of 
monarchy? 
Was Blackadder 
right about 18th 
century 
elections? 

Why was 
privateering so 
common in the early 
modern period? 
Should Walter 
Raleigh be honoured 
with a national day 
of remembrance? 
How should we 
remember Sir John 
Hawkins? 
Was the Plymouth 
Colony of 1620 a 
success? 
Can the vandalism of 
‘Conquistador’ 
Hernàn Cortés’ 
memorial be 
justified? 
What is the lasting 
legacy of the Spanish 
Empire? 

Power in the 
Kingdom of Benin: 
‘golden age’ during 
the 1400s and 
1500s 
Ordinary life in the 
Kingdom of Benin 
Benin and the slave 
trade: A case study 
Early-modern 
Africa: Colonisation 
and the ‘invention 
of Africa’ 
 
‘The period of its 
greatest success’: Is 
Trevor Ling right 
about nineteenth-
century religion? 
Religion and beliefs 
during the 
industrial period: 
How typical was 
Charles Darwin’s 
loss of faith? 
What impact did 
the Enlightenment 
have on ideas and 
beliefs? 
Did Darwin cause 
everyone to have 
disbelief after 
1859? 

Was there a shift in 
power during the 
industrial period? 
: To what extent was 
political change 
caused by riots and 
rebels in the 19th 
century? 
 
Did the lives of 
ordinary people get 
better during the 
industrial period? 
 

How were lives 
changed by the British 
Empire? 



How could Charles 
Kingsley’s religious 
beliefs be 
represented? 

Scaffolding for 
SEND to 
ensure quality 
first teaching 
 
 
 
 
 

Scaffolds 
Sentence stems 
Frayer models 
for key 
vocabulary 
Glossaries 
Disciplinary 
literacy reading 
strategies 
Guided reading 
activites 
Challenge tasks 
Model answers 
Targeted 
questioning 
Knowledge 
Organiser tests 
Recall quizzes 
Dual-coding 

Scaffolds 
Sentence stems 
Frayer models for 
key vocabulary 
Glossaries 
Disciplinary 
literacy reading 
strategies 
Guided reading 
activites 
Challenge tasks 
Model answers 
Targeted 
questioning 
Knowledge 
Organiser tests 
Recall quizzes 
Dual-coding 

Scaffolds 
Sentence stems 
Frayer models for 
key vocabulary 
Glossaries 
Disciplinary literacy 
reading strategies 
Guided reading 
activites 
Challenge tasks 
Model answers 
Targeted questioning 
Knowledge 
Organiser tests 
Recall quizzes 
Dual-coding 

Scaffolds 
Sentence stems 
Frayer models for 
key vocabulary 
Glossaries 
Disciplinary literacy 
reading strategies 
Guided reading 
activites 
Challenge tasks 
Model answers 
Targeted 
questioning 
Knowledge 
Organiser tests 
Recall quizzes 
Dual-coding 

Scaffolds 
Sentence stems 
Frayer models for 
key vocabulary 
Glossaries 
Disciplinary literacy 
reading strategies 
Guided reading 
activities 
Challenge tasks 
Model answers 
Targeted questioning 
Knowledge 
Organiser tests 
Recall quizzes 
Dual-coding 

Scaffolds 
Sentence stems 
Frayer models for key 
vocabulary 
Glossaries 
Disciplinary literacy 
reading strategies 
Guided reading 
activites 
Challenge tasks 
Model answers 
Targeted questioning 
Knowledge Organiser 
tests 
Recall quizzes 
Dual-coding 

Careers input 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Debate and 
Analysis – 
general careers 
skills. 
Objectivity, 
communication, 
decision making, 
critical thought. 

Debate and 
Analysis – general 
careers skills. 
Objectivity, 
communication, 
decision making, 
critical thought. 

Debate and Analysis 
– general careers 
skills. Objectivity, 
communication, 
decision making, 
critical thought. 

Debate and 
Analysis – general 
careers skills. 
Objectivity, 
communication, 
decision making, 
critical thought. 

Debate and Analysis 
– general careers 
skills. Objectivity, 
communication, 
decision making, 
critical thought. 

Debate and Analysis – 
general careers skills. 
Objectivity, 
communication, 
decision making, 
critical thought. 

Links (prior 
knowledge, 

These units 
build on: 

These units build 
on: coverage of 

These units build on: 
coverage of Ancient 

These units build 
on: coverage of 

These units build on: 
coverage of and 

This units build on: 
coverage of the wider 



future 
knowledge) 
 
 
 
 
 

coverage of 
Ancient and 
Medieval 
religion and 
beliefs in earlier 
units.  
These units 
prepare 
students for: 
later studies on 
religion and 
beliefs in 
Industrial 
Britain. 

Ancient and 
Medieval power 
and ordinary lives 
in earlier units.  
These units 
prepare students 
for: later studies 
on power and 
ordinary lives in 
Industrial Britain. 
 

and Medieval 
diversity, migration 
and beliefs and 
culture in earlier 
units.  
These units prepare 
students for: later 
studies on diversity, 
culture clashes, 
beliefs and empire in 
Industrial British 
Empire. 
 

Ancient and 
Medieval diversity, 
migration and 
beliefs and culture 
in earlier units.  
These units 
prepare students 
for: later studies on 
diversity, culture 
clashes, beliefs and 
empire in Industrial 
British Empire. 
 

Medieval and Early 
Modern Power and 
ordinary lives in 
earlier units.  
These units prepare 
students for: later 
studies on power 
and ordinary lives. 

world, diversity, and 
cultural encounters in 
earlier units.  
These units prepare 
students for: later 
studies on the wider 
world, diversity, 
cultural encounters 
and empire. 

Key 
Vocabulary  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation  
Monastery  
Abbot  
Treason  
Heresy  
Superstition  
Communion  
Excommunicate  
Renaissance 

Monarchy 
Civil War 
Parliament 
Royalist 
Parliamentarian  
New Model 
Army 
Lord Protector 
Republic 
Restoration of 
the Monarchy 
Glorious 
Revolution 
Member of 
Parliament (MP) 
Parish 
Justice of the 
Peace 
Monastery 

Privateers 
Colony 
Colonise 
Settler 
Circumnavigation 
Empire 
Slave trade 
Plantation 
New World 

slave, captive, 
trans-Atlantic, 
branding, slave 
auction, scramble, 
abolitionist, 
prejudice. trade, 
export, import, 
merchant, Islam, 
Mecca, Moors, 
mosque, Swahili, 
colonise, massacre, 
abolitionist, 
massacre, looting, 
Benin Bronzes. 
Atheism, 
Enlightenment, 
French Revolution, 
Evolution, 
Dissenter, 

Franchise 
Election 
Chartist 
Trade union 
Riot 
Radical 
Six Acts 
Mechanisation 
Enclosure 
Threshing 
Machine 
Feminism 
Industrial 
Revolution 
Rural 
Urban 
Economy 
Factory 
Mill 

Peace 
Empire 
Trading 
Colony 
Slavery 
Mutiny 



Vagabond 
Famine 
Enclosure 
Sanitation 
Superstition 

Evangelicals, 
Spirituality, 
Muscular 
Christianity 

Mine 
Working 
Classes 
Cholera 
Music hall 

Review and 
Assessment 
Dates 
(including 
opportunities 
for retrieval 
practice) 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Students do 
Challenge tasks 
based on the 
content of the 
units. 
Students self 
and peer 
review. 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Knowledge 
Organiser to 
support   
End-of-topic 
Knowledge 
assessments. 
 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Students do 
Challenge tasks 
based on the 
content of the 
units. 
Students self and 
peer review. 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Knowledge 
Organiser to 
support   
End-of-topic 
Knowledge 
assessments. 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Students do 
Challenge tasks 
based on the content 
of the units. 
Students self and 
peer review. 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Knowledge 
Organiser to support   
End-of-topic 
Knowledge 
assessments. 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Students do 
Challenge tasks 
based on the 
content of the 
units. 
Students self and 
peer review. 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Knowledge 
Organiser to 
support   
End-of-topic 
Knowledge 
assessments. 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Students do 
Challenge tasks 
based on the content 
of the units. 
Students self and 
peer review. 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Knowledge 
Organiser to support   
End-of-topic 
Knowledge 
assessments. 

Formative 
Assessment: 
Students do Challenge 
tasks based on the 
content of the units. 
Students self and peer 
review. 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Knowledge Organiser 
to support   
End-of-topic 
Knowledge 
assessments. 

 


