
English Subject Outline for Year 8 
Term Core Learning Extension 

learning 

Assessment 

 

Autumn Term 

 

‘Animals in 

Literature and 

non-fiction’ 

 

‘Language: 

formality; dialect 

and accents’ 

 

 

Drama Unit 

explores the 

theme of runaway 

children 

Students read, 

discuss and 

respond to a range 

of fiction and non-

fiction texts on the 

theme of animals, 

including a novel, 

poetry, and charity 

leaflets. They carry 

out a language 

investigation on 

Herefordshire 

dialect words. 

 

Students write a 

structured short 

story 

Differentiated texts 

and tasks to 

challenge the most 

able 

 

 

Individual ‘How 

To Improve’ 

targets 

 

 

Independent 

reading promoted 

Peer and self-

assessment of 

creative writing at 

the drafting stage 

Teacher-

assessment of  

finished creative 

writing 

 

Teacher assessment 

of responses to 

written texts and of 

writing tasks 

relating to language 

investigations. 

  

 

Christmas Break     

Spring Term 

 

‘The First World 

War in literature, 

poetry and 

drama’ 

 

 

‘Reporting the 

News: the 

Language of 

Newspapers’ 

 

Students study a 

range of fiction 

texts relating to 

World War One. 

 

Students explore 

how journalists 

write and present 

news reports and  

write their own 

stories 

 

 

Using personal 

target setting to 

extend learning 

 

 

Individual ‘How 

To Improve’ 

targets  

 

Differentiated 

Drama activities on 

more challenging 

themes 

Teacher-

assessment of 

responses to 

literature and 

achievement in 

drama. 

 

Speaking and 

Listening assessed 

through group 

discussions  

Easter Break    

Summer Term 

 

‘Developing an 

argument’ 

 

 

‘Journeys in 

Literature’ 

and Poetry 

Fortnight’ 

 

Students explore 

the theme of 

personal freedom 

and develop their 

thinking skills 

 

Students work with 

a published poet 

during the school’s 

annual ‘Poetry 

Fortnight’ and visit 

the Hay Festival on 

a school trip 

 

Differentiated texts 

and tasks to 

challenge the most 

able 

 

 

 

Students given the 

opportunity to enter 

our annual Poetry 

competition as well 

as National 

competitions. 

 

Teacher assessment 

of student’s written 

work, including 

writing to argue; 

creative writing; 

responses to 

literary texts. 

 

Winning poems 

receive school 

prizes and are 

displayed in school. 

 


