
English Subject outline for Year 7 
Term Core learning 

Challenge or 
extension learning 

Key assessment tasks 

Autumn 
Term 

   
Theme: 

‘Monsters 
and 

Bravery’  

• Enjoy reading, discussing and 
responding to stories, poems and 
novels.  

• Understand the ways in which 
tales of mystery and suspense 
can reflect literary traditions by 
studying extracts from gothic 
stories. 

• Identify and describe the effect of 
a writer’s use of language. 

• Comment on how writers’ 
choices and techniques have an 
effect on readers. 

• Use narrative devices in their 
own creative writing; use speech 
punctuation accurately. 

• Vary sentence length and 
structure. 

•  Use specific strategies to learn 
spelllings. 

• Use vocabulary precisely. 

• Hold a successful discussion by 
listening and responding to the 
ideas of others. 

• Participate in drama lessons, 
using different dramatic 
approaches to explore ideas, 
texts and issues. 

 

• ‘Reading 
Challenge’: aim to 
read 50 books by 
the end of Key 
Stage 3. 

 
 
 

• Take on more 
demanding roles in 
group discussion 
and drama 
lessons, for 
example, 
chairperson. 

 
 

• Use personal 
target setting to 
extend your 
learning. 

 

• Creative Writing: Teacher 
Assessment and Student 
self-assessment (Levels 
3-6) 

 

• Student self-assessment 
for Speaking and 
Listening. 

 

• Reading assessment with 
a focus on students’ 
ability to infer and 
deduce. 

 

• Spelling test to establish 
spelling age. 

Christmas 
Holiday 

   



Spring 
Term 
 
Theme:  
‘The 
History of 
English 
Literature’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Explore the roots of the English 
language from the Romans to 
the Norman conquest.  

• Increase your knowledge of word 
families. 

• Link spelling to the history of 
English, for example, through the 
use of silent letters. 

• Recognise some important 
moments in the history of the 
English language. 

• Understand that the English  
      language has changed over time. 

• Use the school library and make 
book recommendations to other 
students. 

• Act out some scenes from 
Macbeth in drama lessons. Show 
understanding of the plot, 
characters and ideas. 

• Study poetry from different 
centuries and learn about the 
different techniques the writers 
have used. 

• Continue to read in your own 
time, working towards the target 
of ‘Fifty Books by the end of Year 
9.’ 

• Participate in group discussions, 
beginning to take on different 
roles. 

 
 
 

• Take on more 
demanding roles in 
group discussion 
and drama 
lessons; for 
example, the main 
character in a play 
scene; reporting 
back results of 
group discussions. 

 
 

• Extension work 
related to ‘English 
through the Ages.’ 

 
  

• Use personal 
target setting to 
extend your 
learning. 

 
 

• Assessment of Reading 
skills using students’ 
responses to literary texts 
including poetry and 
whole novels: a level and 
sub-level is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Student peer and self-
assessments as 
appropriate. 

 
 

• At least one assessment 
of writing where a level 
and sub-level is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter 
Holiday 

   



 

Summer 
Term 
 
 
 
 
Theme:  
‘Holiday 
Island’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Study the language of holiday 
advertisements and recognise 
features of language designed to 
inform and persuade. 

• Learn about presentational 
devices and begin to comment 
on their purpose and effect. 

• Design a Holiday Island using 
geographical features and write 
your own holiday brochure. 

• Use features of presentation to 
make the brochure eye-catching. 

• Know how to draft text to 
improve expression and 
technical accuracy. 

• Begin to use a wider range of 
punctuation. 

• Know how to use paragraphs. 

• Read and respond to whole 
works of fiction, including own 
independent reading. 

• Write poetry during our annual 
‘Poetry Fortnight’ and select the 
best poems to enter for our 
school poetry competition.  

• Participate in drama lessons, 
using an increasing range of 
dramatic approaches to explore 
ideas, texts and issues. 

 
 
 

• Extension work for 
students on the 
topic of Holidays 
and Travel. 

 

• Use personal 
target setting to 
extend your 
learning. 

 

• Gifted and 
Talented students 
given the 
opportunity to 
enter competitions. 

 
 

• ‘Holiday Brochure’ 
assessed and given a 
level and sub-level for 
Writing. 

 
 

• Responses to literary 
texts assessed for 
Reading as appropriate.  


