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The Governors of Lady Hawkins’ School appreciate and applaud the support given by parents to 
the activities and events in the school, which have so clearly enhanced the provision for all 
students during a time of limited resources in the sphere of education.  The Education Act 1996  
states that schools have to have a Charging & Remissions Policy which defines the activities 
and/or equipment on which parents may be asked to make a contribution towards.  The Governors’ 
policy on charging for school activities is as follows: 
  
  
During School Hours 
In the provision of the National Curriculum or in the provision of Religious Education, the Act 
clearly states that neither the student nor his/her parents may be required to pay for, or to supply, 
an material, books, instruments or other equipment, for use in connection with that education 
provided during school hours or outside school hours if for an approved examination course. 
  
Basic Equipment Used By Every Student 
It has been custom at Lady Hawkins’ School for students to provide their own basic equipment — 
pen, pencil, 30cm ruler, rubber, coloured pencils, drawing instruments and calculator.  The Act 
permits the Governors to instruct the Headteacher to invite parents to continue with this 
arrangement in order to release resources from the school budget for other purposes.  However, 
any student who is without the above items will be able to borrow them from School.  Parents will 
be requested and expected to pay for the replacement of any lost or damaged items.  Suitable 
equipment will be available for purchase in school.   
  
Materials And Ingredients For Practical Subjects 
When a student wishes to take home a completed article that he/she has made, the school will 
charge for the supply of the materials.  When a student wishes to take home a cooked dish that 
he/she has made the school will require the student to supply the ingredients to be used.   
  
School Clothing/PE Dress 
The Act specifically excludes clothing from its definitions of equipment.  As part of the ethos of the 
school, the Governors expect all students to wear the agreed form of school clothing for day to day 
activities and to wear the appropriate dress for PE/Games as instructed.  The Governors will fully 
support measures taken by the Headteacher to ensure that their policy is adhered to.  Information 
about school clothing and PE dress is included in the prospectus and is always available from 
school. 
  
Outside School Hours 
From time to time the school organises activities or visits which take place completely or mainly 
outside school hours.  On these occasions the Act allows the school to request parents to make a 

contribution up to the full cost for the student to take part.  Prior consent to meet any such costs 
will always be requested from the parents in writing before the trip or activity takes place. 
  
Residential Visits 
Whether in school time or not, where an activity involves nights away from home, a charge for 
board and lodging will be made to cover the actual cost for the student.  If parents have 
difficulties in meeting these costs they should write to the Headteacher. 
  
  
 
 
 



Voluntary Contributions 
On some occasions school may wish to organise a visit or activity which, although not a 
compulsory element of the course, would prove helpful to those students who take part.  
Parents may be requested to make a voluntary contribution to the cost of such a trip.  If there 
is an inadequate response from parents to this trip, the trip may have to be cancelled if there 
are insufficient funds available in the school budget. 
  
  
Activities Arranged During School Hours By A Third Party 
There may be occasions when an organisation, other than the Local Education Authority or 
Governing Body, arranges an activity to take place during school hours and parents ask the 
school to grant the students leave of absence to join the activity.  Under the Act the third party 
would be able to levy charges direct on the parents in return for services provided.  The Local 
Education Authority and the Governing Body would not take part in the transaction and it 
would be for parents, Governors and any staff members released for the activity, to satisfy 
themselves about the adequacy made by the third party to secure the safety and welfare of the 
students. 
 
 
 Examination Fees 
The Governors have instructed the Headteacher to enter students for examinations that the 
student has been prepared for during school hours.  These examination fees will be paid by 
the school.  There are two circumstances where a student may not be entered for an 
examination. 
  
 If in the opinion of the Governors there are clear educational reasons, or  
 If the parents of the student request in writing that the student should not be entered. 
  
Parents will be requested to pay the examination fee if: 
  
 The student is entered for an examination that has not been prepared by the school. 
 The student fails to complete the examination requirements, without an acceptable reason or 

fails to attend the examination. 
 The student fails to meet examination re-sit requirements. 
  
  
  
  
Amendments 
  
The Governors reserve the right to amend this Statement of Charging Policy in the light of 
changing legislation at local and national level. 
 


